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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS: OFFICIAL SUMMARY 
RECORD 8/31/76 

TRANSMITTED BELOW IS THE TEXT OF THE OFFICIAL SUMMARY 
RECORD FOR THE PLENARY SESSION OF AUGUST 31, 1976. 

QUOTE: 

THE PLENARY SESSION RECONVENED AT 10:00 A.M. AFTER 
A TEN DAY PERIOD DURING WHICH ONLY THE WORKING GROUPS MET. 

AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
TO RECEIVE BRIEF ORAL REPORTS FROM THE RESPECTIVE WORKING 
GROUPS CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES SINCE THE LAST PLENARY 
SESSION. THE HEADS OF THE DIFFERENT WORKING GROUPS THEN 
GAVE THE FOLLOWING BRIEF ORAL REPORTS ON THE PROGRESS OF 
THEIR DISCUSSIONS. 

FACILITIES. SENATOR PF.LAEZ REPORTED THAT THEIR 
DISCUSSIONS DURING THE PAST 10 DAYS WERE FRUITFUL. 
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HE SAID THAT THEIR GROUP HAD REVIEWED THE DIFFERENT 
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ISSUES PROVIDING A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF EACH SIDE'S 
POSITION AND, ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC AGREEMENT HAD BEEN 
REACHED, THEY HAD EXPLORED AREAS FOR COMPROMISE. MR. 
GOLDSMITH CONCURRED IN THIS ASSESSMENT NOTING THAT THERE 
WERE CERTAIN ISSUES WHICH WOULD REQUIRE RESOLUTION AT 
HIGHER AUTHORITY AND THE REVIEW OF THE PAST 10 DAYS WOULD 
AID IN THAT EFFORT. 

COMMAND AND CONTROL. GENERAL ESPINO REPORTED THAT 
PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE OVER THE PAST 10 DAYS IN MERGING 
WITHIN A SINGLE DRAFT ARTICLE HITHERTO SEPARATE PROVISIONS 
FOR "ACCESS AND MOVEMENT,” OPERATING RIGHTS" AND "CON- 
STRUCTION". RADM. SHELTON ADDED THAT THE WORKING GROUP 
HAD ALSO IMPROVED THE LANGUAGE IN SEVERAL OTHER PARAGRAPHS 
IT HAS BEEN CONSIDERING. 

LEGAL. SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA REFERRED TO THE 
FOUR ATICLES AGREED IN THE LEGAL GROUP WHICH HAD BEEN 
APPROVED IN PLENARY. HE NOTED THAT WASHINGTON HAD LATER 
SUGGESTED CERTAIN CHANGES IN THOSE PROVISONS (APPLICATION 
OF PHILIPPINE LAW, CLAIMS, IMMIGRATION, AND EVADING PHILIP- 
PINE JURISDICTION). HE FURHTER REPORTED THAT THE LEGAL 
GROUP HAD DISCUSSED THESE SUGGESTIONS AND HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE RESULTS OF THEIR DISCUSSIONS WERE SENT TO WASHINGTON 
AND THAT REPLY WAS BEING AWAITED. SOLICITOR GENERAL MENDOZA 
ADDED THAT ON THE ISSUE OF CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, THE RESPEC- 
TIVE POSITIONS WERE DISCUSSED BUT AGREEMENT WAS NOT 
REACHED. LT. COL. BUTLER AGREED WITH THE SOLICITOR GENERAL S 
ASSESSMENT. 

LABOR. UNDERSECRETARY INCIONG INFORMED THE PANELS THAT 
THEIR GROUP HAD FURTHER CLARIFIED AREAS OF AGREEMENT AND 
DISAGREEMENT. MR. SANDBURG AGREED, NOTING THAT IF THE 
SINGLE MAJOR ISSUE (THE BASE LABOR AGREMENT) COULD BE 
SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED, IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO ARRIVE 
AT AN AGRED PROVISION. 

TAXATION. ATTY. TOLEDO REPORTED THAT THEIR GROUP HAD 
NOT MET SINCE THE LAST PLENARY SESSION SINCE THERE WERE 
STILL UNRESOLVED ISSUES WHICH COULD NOT BE MERGED AND 
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THERE COULD BE NO FURTHER PROGRESS UNLESS NEW INSTRUCTIONS 
WERE GIVEN. MAJOR HITT EXPRESSED AGREEMENT WITH THIS 
ASSESSMENT. 

THE GENERAL CONSENSUS OF THE WORKING GROUPS WAS THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN USEFUL DISCUSSIONS OVER THE PAST TEN DAYS 
WHICH TENDED TO CLARIFY POSITIONS ON THE VARIOUS ISSUES 
BUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN LITTLE SUBSTANTIVE PROGRESS BEYOND 
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THE ISSUES PAPER AND WORKING TEXTS PREPARED ON AUGUST 18. 

AFTER THE DIFFERENT GROUPS GAVE THEIR REPORTS 
ON THE PROGRESS OF THEIR DISCUSSIONS, AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN 
EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION FOR THE COPIES HE HAD RECEIVED 
OF THE COMPILIATION OF THE DRAFT ARTICLES AND THE STATEMENT 
OF ISSUES. 

AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN INFORMED THE PANELS THAT THE AUGUST 
18 DOCUMENTS HAD BEEN SENT TO WASHINGTON AND THE RESULT WAS 
AN OFFER BY SECRETARY KISSINGER AND DEPUTY DEFENSE SECRETARY 
CLEMENTS TO CONSIDER COMING TO MANILA IN OCTOBER, AFTER THE 
IMF/IBRD MEETING IN MANILA, TO RESOLVE OUTSTANDING POLITICAL 
ISSUES AND TO REACH A FINAL AGREMENT. 

AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ SAID THAT WHILE SUCH A VISIT WOULD 
ALWAYS BE WELCOME, HIS GOVERNMENT HAS NOTED THAT FOREIGN 
SECRETARY ROMULO WILL BE IN NEW YORK IN LATE SEPTEMBER FOR 
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THAT HE, 

AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ, WILL BE IN WASHINGTON AT ABOUT THE 
SAME TIME. THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT HAS SUGGESTED THAT 
IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE A "QUIET" PRELIMINARY MEETING 
WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER AND DEPUTY DEFENSE SECRETARY 
CLEMENTS AT THAT TIME. 

AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN STATED THAT WASHINGTON AGREES IN 
PRINCIPLE WITH SUCH A MEETING AND THAT IT ONLY REMAINS TO 
WORK OUT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME. THE TWO CHAIRMEN 
AGREED TO MEET AS REQUIRED TO DEVELOP THESE ARRANGEMENTS. 

IT WAS FURTHER AGREED THAT THE WORKING GROUPS SHOULD 
BE PREPARED TO MEET IN THE DAYS AHEAD UPON JOIN CALL OF 
THE TWO CHAIRMEN. 
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DURING A BRIEF INTERLUDE IN THIS MEETING, AMBASSADOR 
ROMUALDEZ AND AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN TOGETHER WITH THE 
MEMBERS OF BOTH PANELS, PAID A CALL ON GOVERNOR LICAROS 
AND PRESENTED TO HIM A PLAQUE OF APPRECIATION, THANKING 
THE CENTRAL BANK FOR THE WARM HOSPITALITY AND FOR 
THE USE OF THE EXCELLENT CONFERENCE FACILITIES. 

BEFORE THE SESSION ADJOURNED, AMBASSADOR ROMUALDEZ 
EXPRESSED IN BEHALF OF THE RP PANEL, THEIR APPRECIATION 
TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RENDERED SERVICE DURING THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS TO DATE. 

AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN LIKEWISE THANKED THE SECRETARIAT 
AND EXPRESSED HIS APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO ASSISTED THE 
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U.S. PANEL DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS UP TO THIS DATE. 

THE SESSION ADJOURED AT 11:45 A.M. 

END QUOTE. 

SULLIVAN 
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